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Mesopotamia, the "land between the rivers," was the site of the world's first true cities, empires,

large-scale engineering projects, and written literature. The history, culture, and contributions of the

pivotal civilizations that inhabited the area are presented in vivid detail in this volume, which

includes the rise and fall of Sumeria, Babylonia, Assyria, and Persia.
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Grade 6-9-This well-researched history provides an overview of the first cities and empires as well

as the cultures of the Assyrians and Babylonians. It continues with the rise and expansion of the

Persian Empire under Cyrus II and Darius I, and the later invasion by the Greeks under Alexander.

Nardo touches on the changes after the fall of the Greek dynasties, subsequent rulers, and the rise

of Arab influence. Average-quality, black-and-white photographs, maps, and reproductions illustrate

the readable, well-organized text. Extensive quotes from primary and secondary sources, including

well-known ancient and contemporary historians, are included. A lengthy bibliography and list for

further reading round out this useful resource for reports. Unfortunately, two of the three

recommended Web sites are unusable. Nardo's Empires of Mesopotamia (Lucent, 2001) covers

much of the same material but ends with the rise of Cyrus II. Pamela F. Service's Mesopotamia

(Benchmark, 1998) includes good-quality, color photographs.-Cynthia M. Sturgis, Ledding Library,

Milwaukie, OR Copyright Â© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights



reserved. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

..."well-researched...readable, well-organized text... A lengthy bibliography and list for further

reading round out this useful resource for reports."--"School Library Journal" (April 2004)

The thoroughness and readability of this book, and series, makes it a winner in our home schooling

household. The Mom also finds it very enjoyable to pick up and read, a definite bonus! Lots of good

information, well worded and easy to understand while still being quite in depth.

Love Lucent history books.
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